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1.3 Modifications to the 2008/2010 RPA

In the course of conducting this supplemental consultation, NOAA Fisheries concludes that it
is appropriate to make certain revisions to the 2008/2010 RPA to address the currently
available scientific information. The sections referenced below discuss these revisions in
detail. The corresponding original RPA action descriptions for the actions in this table are
hereby modified with these new descriptions for purposes of future RPA implementation.

Table 1.3-1. 2014 Supplemental Opinion modifications to the 2008/2010 RPA.

Location
RPA in 2014
Action Supplemental
No. Description Modified RPA Language Opinion
29: Spill Operations to See Revised RPA Action 29 Table 2 in Figure 1.3-1 below. Section 3.3.1.1
Table 2 Improve Juvenile
Passage
30: Juvenile Fish Table 3 is no longer in effect. Instead the Action Agencies will continue Section 3.3.3.4
Table 3 Transportation in the transport operation at Snake River collector dams according to the
and Columbia and Snake  following criteria and schedule (See Section 3.3.3.4 Juvenile Transport
Table 4 Rivers and IP RPA Action 30 for more details):
Annual Review of Information
o Data on fish survival, adult returns, current year
inriver conditions, and water supply forecast will be
reviewed with RIOG each year to determine the best
operation for the fish.
Transport Start Date
o TMT will review the results of transport studies
annually and provide an annual recommendation on
how to operate the juvenile transport program to
achieve the goal of transporting about 50% of
juvenile steelhead.
o Planning dates to initiate juvenile transport at Lower
Granite Dam will be April 21 to April 25, unless the
Corps adopts a recommendation by TMT that
proposes a later start date (No Later Than May 1)
and accompanying alternative operation in their
annual recommendation to achieve the goal of
transporting about 50% of juvenile steelhead.
o Transport will begin up to 4 days and up to 7 days
after the Lower Granite start date at Little Goose and
Lower Monumental dams, respectively.
o Transport will continue until approximately
September 30 at Lower Monumental and through
October 31 at Lower Granite and Little Goose dams.
Table 4 is no longer in effect. Transportation operations have ceased at
McNary Dam (Section 3.3.3.4 Juvenile Transport and IP RPA Action 30).
31 Configuration and McNary Dam will no longer be considered in the Configuration and Section 3.3.3.4
Operational Plan Operational Plan Transportation Strategy.
Transport Strategy ) ) .
Transportation operations have ceased at McNary Dam (Section 3.3.3.4
Juvenile Transport and IP RPA Action 30).
32 Fish Passage Plan The Action Agencies will no longer consider transport at McNary Dam in Section 3.3.3.4
the development of Transportation Strategy Configuration and Operation
Plan
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RPA
Action
No. Description

Modified RPA Language

Location

in 2014
Supplemental
Opinion

38 Pile Dike Removal
Program

RPA Action 38 is no longer required.

Based on the available information, it is not possible to determine
whether the removal of pile structures would actually provide survival
benefits to juvenile salmon and steelhead. All survival benefit units
attributed to this program in the Action Agencies’ 2007 Biological
Assessment will now be acquired by implementing additional projects
under RPA Action 37.

Section 3.2.3

43 Northern Pikeminnow
Management
Program

The Action Agencies will continue to annually implement the base
program and continue the general increase in the reward structure in the
northern pikeminnow sport-reward fishery consistent with the increase
that started in 2004.

The Action Agencies will fund and update northern pikeminnow
exploitation and consumption models using best available information
including a range of estimated inter and intra-specific compensation,
as needed, to more accurately estimate salmonid survival benefits of
the NPMP.

The Action Agencies will evaluate the feasibility of using improved
electrofishing methods to meet the current monitoring goals while
reduce take of ESA listed salmonids.

The Action Agencies will evaluate the effectiveness of focused
removals of northern pikeminnow at Columbia and Snake River Dams
to investigate the cost and benefits of dam angling in increasing
juvenile salmonid survival.

Implementation Plans, Annual Progress Reports, and Comprehensive
RPA Evaluations

NPMP actions will be described in future Implementation Plans.
Annual progress reports will describe actions taken, including:
o Number of pikeminnow removals
o Estimated reduction of juvenile salmon consumed
o Average exploitation rate
o Effectiveness of focused removals at mainstem dams

o Results of periodic program evaluations (including updates on
age restructuring and compensatory responses)

NPMP actions taken will be summarized in future Comprehensive
Evaluation Reports)

Section 3.5.1

46 Double-crested
Cormorant Predation
Reduction

The FCRPS Action Agencies will develop a cormorant management plan
(including necessary monitoring and research) and implement warranted
actions to reduce cormorant predation in the estuary to Base Period
levels (no more than 5,380 to 5,939 nesting pairs on East Sand Island).

Implementation Plans (and planned completion dates)

o Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Management Plan will be
completed by late 2014

o Record of Decision will be issued late 2014
o Actions will begin to be implemented in 2015
Annual Progress Report

o Progress will be documented in the Action Agencies' annual
implementation reports

Section 3.5.2
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Location
RPA in 2014
Action Supplemental
No. Description Modified RPA Language Opinion
48 Other Avian Deterrent  The Corps will monitor avian predator (terns, cormorants, and gulls) Section 3.5.2

Actions activity and continue to implement and improve avian deterrent programs
at all lower Snake and Columbia River dams. This program will be
coordinated through the Fish Passage Operations and Maintenance
Team and included in the Fish Passage Plan (Section 3.5.2 Terns and
Cormorants and IP RPA Action 48).

Table 2. Proposed Spring and Surmmer Project Voluntary Spill Dperations.’

Proposed 2014 BiOp Summer Summer Planning

Project Proposed 2014 BiDp Spring Spill | Spring Planning Dates. Spill Dates
Bonneville 100 kfs AA0-815 95 ket and 85 kefs /121 kofs B6 a3
The Dalles a0°% AM0-B15 0% BIE-A31

April 10-Apnl 27; 305% June 16-Juiy 20 305 and 40%
John AM0-6/15 BG83
Dary April 27-June 15 30% and 40%" July 20-fugust 31; 30%
McNary a0k AN0-615 50% BIE A3
April 3-Apeil 28: 45 hofa/Gas Cap Juna 1-luly 13- 33:’”“

o i kefa/Gas 1 FY

I Hanbor April Z8-May 30: 30% and 45 kefs 413573 s 31 45 kefs | Gas A1-a031

Gas Cap g
Cap

Lower Monumental Gas Cap (~27 kofs) (bulk patiem) 4353 17 cfs 61780317
Litte Goosa % A& 30% [T
Lower Granita 20 kefs 435 18 kefs IR

Teduntary apil oparations and planring dates may be adusted (increased or tecTessed) Iof FEERSCh pUrposes of through the S0AptMe Management process (1o bater
miakch juveria culmigroton tming. and'ar 1o schieve of mantain performance standosds).

# Tranaitions from spring ta summer spil have changed from July 1 1o June 16 based an updated run timing of subyzaring fall Ghinook saimen, For further information see
e 2007 FCRPS Biplogical Assessment, Attachment B.2.1.1, Section 3.5 (USACE et al. 2007a).

*The 2014-2018 IP leaves i 1o NOAR Fishenes b develop aliemative critena for determining the sprng 1o summer bansibon dates. NOAA plans 1 base B decision on
the estimated 95% passage date of wild spring juvenila migrants (yearling Chinook saimen and stesthaad smeiis) or comibined hatchery and wild smolis far sockeys salimon))
afl Lower Granite Dam. The spring to summer spill ransibion af Lower Granide Darm will be based on this 935% passage estmate, and would oScur na earfier than June 1. The
tranaition date ol Lite Goose Dam, Lower Monumantal Dam, and loe Harbor Dam wil be steggened to factod lor fiah trvel time from Lower Geanite Dam bo thess projects.
The stagger will be based on in-season river flow conditions and a calculation of waler travel time between Lowsr Graniie Dam and the other dams, See Section 3.3,1.1 of
the 2014 Supplemental Biclogical Oginion.

* Beginning August 1, cunailment of summer spil may occur fest at Lowsr Granie Dam if subyearing Chinock cobection counts fall bekow 300 fish per day for 3 consecubive
danys (beginning July 79, 30, and 31 for August 1 cunailment) Usng the same 300 fish citerion, e curlaled spil would hen progress downsiream wilh esch sucesssve
gam on the Snake River, with spdl 51 Little Goose Dam ending no earier than 3 days sfter the lermmnation of spdl 84 Lower Granite Dam, and anding st Lower Monumental
Dam no earier than 3 days after the termination of spill at Litte Goose Dam assuming the 300 fish critenion has been mal al those projects. Spll would be curtsiled at lce
Harbar Dam no aaries than 2 days after Lower Monumental Dam, without use of the 300 fish criterion. Spill will and at D500 howrs on the day afer the necessany curtailiment
critaria ane mal. i afer cosaation of apill sl any one of the Snake River projects on of after Augusl 1, sulearding Chinock collecon counts Bgain excasd 500 fah par day for
tw consecutive days, 3pill will resume at that project only. Thersafier, fish collectson count numbers will be resvaluated daly io determing i apdl should confinue wsing the
criberia above (300 fish per day] wntil Augast 31,

Addiionally, in any year where naluwal-oign adull returns of Snake River Tall Chinook samon are equal 1o of kess than 400 fish, summer sgil in e following year would
continue 8 Snake River projects through August 31, even In years whena sudyearing Chinook counis fall below the 200 fish per day Tor three consecutive days as siated
above. Ses Section 3.3.1.1 of the 2014 Supplemental BiOg,

Figure 1.3-1. RPA Action 29 revised Table 2. Table 2 has been revised to reflect currently proposed operations
and decision criteria.
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