CENWW-OD-TN






March 18, 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT:  DRAFT Minutes for March 13, 2003 FPOM Meeting.

1.  The meeting was held at the Portland District Office.  In attendance were:

Rex Baxter

USACE

509.527.7124

Larry Basham

FPC

503.230.4287

Cal Sprague

USACE

503.808.4305

Tom Lorz 

CRITFC

503.238.3574

Victor Albaladejo

WDFW

360.906.6745

Scott Boyd

USACE

503.808.3943

Bob Cordie

USACE

541.298.7406

Miro Zyndol

USACE

541.506.7823

Scott Bettin

BPA

503.230.4573

Jennifer Sturgill

USACE

541.374.8375

Bill Hevlin

NOAA Fisheries
503.230.5415

Bob Wertheimer

USACE

503.808.4318

Tim Darland

USACE

541.374.4551

2.  The following handouts were distributed:

· AGENDA, FISH PASSAGE O&M COORDINATION TEAM, PORTLAND DISTRICT OFFICE, ROOM 3A, MARCH 13, 2003.

· CENWP-OP-B, 12 March 2003, MEMORANDUM FOR:  FPOM MEMBERS, SUBJECT: Bonneville Lock and Dam Fishway and Construction Activities Report for March 2003 FPOM meeting.

· Date:  March 13, 2003, From:  Bob Cordie, Project Biologist, FISH PASSAGE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE MEETING, THE DALLES/JOHN DAY UPDATE.

· FISH PASSAGE O&M COORDINATION TEAM, Adult and Juvenile Fish Facilities Status Report, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Walla Walla District, March 13, 2003.

· National Weather Service, Northwest River Forecast Center, Water Supply Forecast

· Descriptions for Bonneville, The Dalles, and John Day Non-Routine Fish Programs for Regional Prioritization (text)

· Bonneville, The Dalles, John Day Non-Routine Fish Programs for Regional Prioritization (spreadsheet)

· FPOM Distribution List (email addresses)

3.  Construction Updates:

Portland District – See handouts.  Jennifer S. briefly discussed the handout for BON (B2 Follow on and F1 rehab).

Miro Z. said that construction was not covered on the handout, but he and Bob C. discussed:  1) TDA east ladder dewatering improvement contract was completed on February 26, 2) TDA fish turbines were returned to service on March 1…there were problems with a cracked blade, 3) the new entrance weirs at TDA are hanging up…the 3-leaved telescoping weirs will not lower when tailrace drops…manual adjustments are being made…cannot be run on auto…engineers are working on the problem…on a positive note there appears to be less leakage from the system, 4) the south fish ladder control section contract at JDA…ladder was returned to service on March 3…working fine…Bill H. asked if the “projections” had been shielded…Bob said yes…the purpose of the effort was to minimize fish jumping…we’ll know how well it works next fall.

Walla Walla District – See handout.  Rex B. discussed each item in the handout.

4.  Fishway Status Updates:

Portland District – See handouts.  Jennifer S. said everything is back in service at BON except units 1 and F1.

Bob C. discussed the handout for TDA:  1) new lifting beams were installed for the south entrance weirs, 2) new automation equipment has been installed for the fishway entrances, 3) the endgate for the sluiceway was opened March 11 rather than March 1 as originally agreed…Bob had been thinking April 1…Bill H. asked why would we want to close the orifices?…to use fish-laden water more effectively…long, convoluted discussion…Bill said we should have a task group look into the matter and report back to us with recommendations…the task group will consist of Cal Sprague, Gary Fredricks, Tom Lorz, Bob Cordie, Scott Bettin, and Larry Basham.  Cal will set up a meeting date.

Bob continued with JDA:  1) north fishway is operating with 3 pumps going, 2) lamprey have been accumulating in the north ladder’s count station diffusion chamber…Bob has inquired about installing smaller mesh (grating) over the diffuser chamber but this might adversely affect hydraulics…Larry B. emphasized the need to find a solution, soon, 3) south fishway is operating with 2 of 3 turbine pumps running, 4) smolt facility will begin operation April 1, 5) juvenile bypass has 1/3 of the orifices open to allow adult steelhead to return to the river…tainter gate is open about 15 inches…but at McNary the orifices are closed during the winter…why the difference?…Bob will write up a brief description of the situation.

Scott Bettin asked if one could get a boat into the “cul-de-sac” near TDA when spill is occurring.  Miro Z. said this should be avoided, a safety boat is needed in addition to the work boat.  Scott said access is needed twice in May for sturgeon monitoring (egg take) by the tribes…he is wondering if spill needs to be temporarily shut down to get the boat in and out…Scott will follow up with TMT.

Walla Walla District – See handout.  Rex B. had nothing to add to what was in the handout.  Bill H. asked if the new windows in the Lower Granite and Little Goose ladders had been fixed (some minor leakage, fogginess between the panes)…[some fixes have been done].  Rex said the counting window at Granite had not been fixed…he added that installing a thick inner pane and thin outer pane, as done at Granite and Goose, should be avoided…the outer pane gets compressed against the inner pane by water pressure, clouding the view…the idea of dewatering the Granite ladder in early March to remove the outer pane on the counting window was shot down…NMFS did not want it done.  Larry B. said that there were a lot of fish moving at Granite.  Rex will check with the project to determine current status of the counting window…[email response from Scott Dunmire on March 18:  “We can still see through the window okay.  There is a line about mid level where the water is between the two panes.  Pretty turbid water right now.  Might have been better to address things early on.  Would hate to have to dewater when there are a lot of fish passing through.”]

Bob W. asked Rex if kelt transport would take place at Lower Granite this year.  Rex said not that he knows of.  Tom L. said a kelt study involving transport may take place there, although this was still undecided.  Rex said he would check on this.  [Yes, Tim Wik says a kelt study is planned.  Some fish will be PIT-tagged and barged, others radio-tagged and tracked in-river.]

5.  Research Updates:

Portland District – See handouts.  Jennifer S. said the AFF Braille pool has been modified and is ready for use as the “recovery pool.”  The trap is ready.  Victor A. pointed out a minor correction needed on the Bonneville handout…although 24-hour video fish counting began last November 1 as stated, the time was reduced to 16 hours/day beginning January 1.

Miro Z. reported that preparations are underway for adult fish tracking at TDA/JDA…installation of antennas and receivers.

Walla Walla District – See handout.  Rex B. said that a list of who’s-in-charge-of-what-research for the Walla Walla District would be provided at the next meeting…a similar list done last year was helpful…it listed Corps biologists that administer various research contracts…a list from the Portland District would also be helpful.
6.  Updates from Task Groups:  There was some discussion about headburns.  Larry B. said we need to continue following the research.  Tom L. discussed the study being done by Battelle…this is the second year of the study.  Larry added that those doing radiotelemetry work gather information on fish condition, including presence of headburns.

7.  Final Comments on FPP:  Scott Boyd said hard copies of the final 2003 FPP would begin to be mailed out today to about 200 people…it is also on the website: http://www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/tmt/documents/fpp/…he suggested that we consider a new process for revising the FPP in the future…maybe use a “change form” to track suggested changes and their disposition…maybe do this on a continuous basis rather than wait until late in the year.  Cal S. suggested that we don’t need to wait until the new process is totally finalized…comments can be sent to him or Rex B. at anytime.

8.  O&M Budget Priorities:  See the two handouts for the Portland District (Non-Routine Fish Programs).  Cal S. requested that the fishery agencies help with prioritizing the listed items before the next meeting where they will be discussed again…1 = high priority, 2 = medium, 3 = low…can do it electronically on the email copies or just write on the handouts and mail to Cal.  Dave Hurson will provide a similar list for Walla Walla District items within the next week or so.

9.  River Flow Forecast:  See handout.  Scott Boyd said he was a “bearer of bad news”…most stations went down since the last final forecast…the handout is the March final and assumes, as usual, normal precipitation will follow…whether spill will occur on the Snake remains uncertain…water supply is close to the trigger.  Bill H. said he had heard that somewhere 5 feet of snow had fallen recently…yes, on Mt. Hood!

10.  Tom L. asked about the recent large fluctuations in the McNary pool.  Scott Boyd said it was due to work on the navigation lock at Ice Harbor and testing of the new controls for the tilting weirs at McNary…Vernita Bar is not affected.

11.  Bob W. asked if we want to handle Willamette Valley issues in this forum?…there are emerging ESA issues.  Bill H. said that although he and Gary Fredricks attend FPOM meetings, it would require someone else from his office to deal with the Willamette…he will discuss this with his staff and get back to us.  The general feeling seemed to be that dealing with the Willamette should be done in a separate forum…otherwise it could be overwhelming.

12.  Rex B. mentioned the “1% Efficiency Operation Report, 2000-2002” recently emailed to FPOM members by Dave Hurson…the 2001 tables have some computer error readings (#REF!) indicating a problem with the formulas…this needs to be fixed…if anyone has any comments on the report please direct them to Dave or Cal S.

NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  April 10, 2003, is the tentative date, 0900 hours, Portland District Office.  FPOM members will be notified when the date is firmed up.
Minutes prepared by Rex Baxter

