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MAY 1ST WATER SUPPLY FORECAST AND BIOP OBJECTIVES
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• April-August inflow forecast for Libby Dam 
is 5.76 million acre-feet (MAF)
o Forecast is 98% of average
o Sturgeon Volume is 0.92 MAF
o Bull trout minimum flows following the 

Sturgeon Pulse through Aug 31 is 7 kcfs
o Current VarQ Flow 17,500 cfs

o Libby Water Supply Forecast Trend:

• Water supply forecast issued on May 7 for 
The Dalles is 87.3 MAF (100% of normal).
o Libby flow augmentation draft to 10 ft from full 

(2449 ft) end of September
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MONTHLY WATER SUPPLY VOLUME
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5
Snowmelt So Far
Data: May 11th 2020
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• Begin sturgeon augmentation flow operations on 21 May.

• 12-14 days of flows of 20,000 cfs discharge (pre-peak)

• Then increase discharge from Libby Dam to 22,500 cfs (peak, up to ~25,000). Maintain peak 
discharge for a period of ~7 days. 

• Decrease discharge (post-peak) at Libby Dam to summer flat flow following 2006 BiOp ramping 
rates 

• Will show the May 6th ESP modelling that was included in the SOR, and then afterwards will a 
recent update that shows some potential for in-season changes based on inflows.

FLOW AUGMENTATION
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VarQ Flow 
17.5 kcfs
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Projected Elevation Ranges
May 31st: 2418 to 2424 ft
June 30th: 2448 to 2454 ft
July 31st: ~2457-2458 ft
August 31st: ~2452 ft
September 30th: ~2449 ft
*based on current ESP forecasts
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QUESTIONS?
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