
“The views, opinions and findings contained in this report are those of the authors(s) and should not be 
construed as an official Department of the Army position, policy or decision, unless so designated by other 
official documentation.”

LIBBY DAM STURGEON OPERATIONS 2022

Date: 11 May 2022
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Nimz Ranch
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Minimum Reservoir Elevation
2363.5 ft on Mar 1, 2022

May VarQ 12.3 kcfs
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MAY 1ST WATER SUPPLY FORECAST AND BIOP OBJECTIVES
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• April-August inflow forecast for Libby Dam is 
6.74 million acre-feet (MAF)
o Forecast is 111% of average
o Sturgeon Volume is 1.18 MAF
o Bull trout minimum flows following the Sturgeon 

Pulse through Aug 31 is 9 kcfs

• Libby Water Supply Forecast Trend:

o Libby flow augmentation draft to 10 ft from full 
(2449 ft) end of September (67th percentile)
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7
Snowmelt So Far
Data: May 9th 2022
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FLOW AUGMENTATION PLAN

• Spring Refill Began on April 27th

• Sturgeon augmentation flow planned to start on May 16th and ramp up discharges from Libby 
Dam to ~25 kcfs (powerhouse capacity). Maintain powerhouse pulse discharge for 
approximately ~22* days, followed by a period at ~20 kcfs.
o Target to Maintain Bonners Ferry at or above 30 kcfs: ~30 Days Median
o Target to Maintain Bonners Ferry stage at or above 1760’: ~16 Days Median

• Decrease discharge (post-powerhouse pulse) at Libby Dam to summer flat flow following BiOp 
ramping rates.

• Lake Koocanusa End of September Target is 2449.0 ft, depending upon inflows

* in season management and observed inflows may cause these values to change.
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1760 ft Goal

16 Days Median
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30 kcfs Goal

30 Days Median
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Most Probable Range

May 31 2380.8 2391.4

June 30 2421.5 2433.5

July 31 2437.1 2451.8

Peak Elev 2438.1 2452.8

Peak Date 8/11 9/26

August 31 2436.9 2451.6

September 30 2437.2 2449.0

*Based on May 3rd ESP Traces
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SUMMARY OF PLANNED REFILL OPERATIONS

• Spring Refill Began on April 27th

• Sturgeon augmentation flow planned to start on May 16th and ramp up discharges from Libby 
Dam to ~25 kcfs (powerhouse capacity). Maintain powerhouse pulse discharge for 
approximately ~22* days, followed by a period at ~20 kcfs.
o Target to Maintain Bonners Ferry at or above 30 kcfs: ~30 Days Median
o Target to Maintain Bonners Ferry stage at or above 1760’: ~16 Days Median

• Decrease discharge (post-powerhouse pulse) at Libby Dam to summer flat flow following BiOp 
ramping rates.

• Lake Koocanusa End of September Target is 2449.0 ft, depending upon inflows

* in season management and observed inflows may cause these values to change.
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QUESTIONS?
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