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COLUMBIA RIVER TECHNICAL MANAGEMENT TEAM 
August 25, 2021 

Facilitator’s Summary 
Facilitator: Emily Stranz; Notes: Colby Mills 

The following Facilitator’s Summary is intended to capture basic discussion, decisions, and actions, as well as 
point out future actions or issues that may need further discussion at upcoming meetings. Suggested edits are 
welcome and can be sent to Colby at colby@dsconsult.co. These notes are not intended to be the “record” of the 
meeting, only a reminder for TMT members. Official minutes can be found on the TMT website: 
http://pweb.crohms.org/tmt/agendas/2021/.   

Review Meeting Summaries & Minutes 
TMT Members approved the August 18 facilitator’s summary. 

Dworshak Dam Operations 
Jon Roberts, Corps, reported on operations at Dworshak Dam. The project is currently discharging 7.7 kcfs and 
pool elevation is slightly above 1,541 feet; Jon anticipates being at 1,535 feet +/- 0.5 feet at the end of the month. 

Looking at the Clearwater and Snake River regions, natural river conditions and ambient air temperatures in the 
10-day weather forecast are cooler, with most flow coming out of Hells Canyon and Dworshak at this time of 
year. Saturday and Sunday will see some slight warming in the high 80s and low 90s, but nighttime air 
temperatures will remain cool in the high 50s. Further out in the forecast, nighttime temperatures will remain 
consistently cool, and day-time temperatures will be in the high 70s to low 80s. Ambient air temperatures will 
cool the river to slightly below average for this time of year, which will benefit the region.

Natural river flows from the Anatone and Clearwater are expected to drop down into the 70-degree F range. This 
will provide consistent cooler water, cooling the Lower Granite forebay and resulting in a tailrace temperature 
around 66 degrees F. Current water temperatures are cooler than average for this time of year; the Clearwater is 
below 67 degrees F and the Anatone mixed with Hells Canyon water is under 70 degrees F. This will help 
transition the lower Snake River forebays into cooler conditions. With forebay temperatures remaining cooler, the 
Lower Granite pool at 25-30 meters is 62-63 degrees F, and 70-72 degrees F at the top of the pool due to low 
ambient air temperatures.  

In response to the cooler tailrace temperatures, Dworshak will start gradually stepping down discharges in small 
increments (300-700 cfs) slowly over several days. The project will make a reduction tonight, over the weekend, 
and towards the 1st of September. These releases will transition into the Dworshak Board’s Operational Plan.  

Doug Baus, Corps, thanked the Walla Walla District team and TMT members for the great coordination efforts 
over the past few months. Jay Hesse, Nez Perce, echoed these commendations, and added that although TMT-
coordinated operational changes prevented running out of water, it came at a cost to fish.  

Dworshak Board 2021 Operational Plan 
Jay reported that the Dworshak Board met and finalized the 2021 Operational Plan for the Snake River Basin 
Adjudication (SRBA) release of 200 KAF of water (posted to the TMT website). The plan generally calls for a 
very gradual ramp down of Dworshak flows: from 7 kcfs on September 1, stepping down on a frequent basis in 
small intervals, to reach a base flow of 1.6 kcfs at the end of September. These criteria will help benefit conditions 
for fish that continue to migrate up through the mainstem. Doble testing is not scheduled to occur this year at 
Dworshak, allowing for the ability to use maximum flexibility across September for the gradual ramp down. 

Questions and comments from members of the public: there were no questions or comments from members of 
the public. 

The next scheduled TMT meeting is a conference call on September 1, 2021 at 9:00 AM. 
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