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COLUMBIA RIVER TECHNICAL MANAGEMENT TEAM 
July 28, 2021  

DRAFT Facilitator’s Summary 
Facilitator: Emily Stranz; Notes: Colby Mills 

 
The following Facilitator’s Summary is intended to capture basic discussion, decisions, and actions, as 
well as point out future actions or issues that may need further discussion at upcoming meetings. These 
notes are not intended to be the “record” of the meeting, only a reminder for TMT members. Official 
minutes can be found on the TMT website: http://pweb.crohms.org/tmt/agendas/2021/. 
 
Review Meeting Summaries & Minutes 
Official meeting minutes and facilitator’s summaries for the July 9, 14, and 21 meetings will be reviewed 
at the next TMT meeting, as well as official minutes for the June 30, and July 2 and 7 meetings.  
 
Dworshak Dam Operations 
Willow Walker, Corps, reported on operations at Dworshak Dam. Looking at the 10-day forecast, some 
precipitation is entering the region on Thursday and Friday, specifically in the Clearwater and lower 
Snake River areas. Saturday will see the hottest temperatures during the day and at night, with a heat 
dome and potential thunderstorm. The cloud cover and rain moving towards the lower Snake should help 
manage water temperatures. 
 
The Corps has been operating to the raised tailwater temperature criteria for Lower Granite (69.5 degrees 
F), although temperatures have only reached 67.8 degrees F. The anticipated weekend heatwave could 
heat things up a bit, although Dworshak releases will remain at 5 kcfs through the weekend. The Corps 
expects the tailwater to cool back down on Monday, and temperatures are not expected to rise above the 
69.5-degree F criteria. The Corps plans to increase Dworshak releases on August 4 and 5 to prepare river 
temperatures for Doble testing; the biggest impact to temperatures is expected to be August 9-12. These 
coordinated plans have been included in modeling and do not change any estimates for the end of flow 
augmentation.   
 
Willow reviewed the alternative operations as of July 28 to operate Lower Granite and/or Dworshak to 
extend Dworshak’s water as long as possible, noting no changes since the last TMT update. It is estimated 
that Dworshak would need to draft 3ft deeper to provide water through the end of August (1,532 feet 
rather than 1,535 feet); which is less than the 10-foot range originally forecasted based on previous 
conditions. The Corps will be able to provide an updated estimate at the August 4 TMT meeting. 
Decisions regarding both the lower pool elevation and the RSW shutoff during Doble testing will be 
addressed next week, to allow for the best estimate of impacts.   
 
Willow reported that the fluctuations in the Lower Granite tailrace temperature over last 4 days has been 
between 0.5-1-degree F, which correlates to the opening and closing of the RSW. In response to a query, 
Willow will look closer at any impacts on ladder temperatures and report back at the next TMT meeting.  
 
Summary of SOR Operations 
Doug Baus, Corps, reported on the summary of ongoing SOR operations 2021-3, -4, -5 (posted to TMT 
website). Regarding requests for updates on SOR 2021-4, Action 4; the Corps continues to coordinate 
regarding environmental compliance; they anticipate being able to implement the request, however, will 
provide a final decision at the August 4 TMT meeting. Jay Hesse, Nez Perce Tribe, appreciated this 
updated timeline and looks forward to further coordination on this decision.  
 
Dave Swank, USFWS, reported back on USFWS’ concern for bull trout passage impediments due to the 
lower-than-normal draft for the end of August and September. USFWS is okay with a 5-ft lower-than-
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normal-draft, however, anything beyond that would pose too great a risk to bull trout access to spawning 
streams.  
 
Regarding SOR 2021-3, and the Lower Granite RSW operation, flows are too low to continue 
maintaining this operation and the project will close the RSW and spill will be shifted via conventional 
spillbays using spill pattern LWG-8. FOP spill operations will resume and if river flows are too low to 
maintain FOP spill and minimum generation, the project will implement minimum generation and spill 
the rest. Further conversation on spill pattern LWG-8 will be coordinated through FPOM.  
 
Jay asked if the Corps had an update on projected flows for next month and if they expect to be at this 
flow level (insufficient for RSW) for the entirety of August. Flow levels are expected to remain 
consistently lower in the near-term, but if conditions are presented (for example during upcoming Doble 
testing) that provide sufficient inflows, the RSW may re-open. The current STP shows Lower Granite 
inflows forecasted around 27 kcfs. Willow noted that flows could increase above the threshold during 
Doble testing.  
 
Questions or comments from members of the public: there were no questions or comments from 
members of the public.  
 

 
The next scheduled TMT meeting is a conference call on August 4, 2021 at 9:00 AM. 

 
This summary is respectfully submitted by the DS Consulting Facilitation Team. Suggested edits are 

welcome and can be sent to Colby at colby@dsconsult.co. 
 


